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MINUTES OF 
PILLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY
10th June 2026 AT 7.30pm

Present:
Pilling Parish Councillors; 	          Graham Curwen, Vice Chairman, 
Steve Phillpotts,
Alf Whiteside,
		Elizabeth Cookson
		Paul McWhirter
	Dave Ponton		
		Emma Irvine (Incoming Clerk)


5856	apologies for absence
· Apologies were received from Chairman Cllr N Cookson, Cllr L Stanger, Cllr L Kiersey and Wyre Cllr Adam Leigh.

5857 	Declaration on Interests
· Cllr G Curwen and Cllr P McWhirter declared their interests as members of Pilling Village Hall Committee.  

5858 	Minutes of the previous meeting

	Resolved:  The minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2026 having been circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.



5859 PUblic Participation
PCSO Anna Fishpool
· Reported that the police were continuing to monitor the ebike issue and two bikes had been seized in Pilling as a result. The police also now have their own e-bike.
· Also looking ahead to Water Safety Week 13-20th June 2026.
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5860 Clerk’s report
· Hand over from previous Clerk to new appointee now complete and New Clerk reported smooth transition.
· 
5861	Review of Grounds maintenance Contracts
· Cllr.E.Cookson advised contract for the maintenance at St Johns Church had now ceased with volunteers now completing the works.
· Also to ensure paid areas made priority for the lengthsman.
	Resolved: Parish clerk to ensure monthly fee stopped.



5862	PROPOSAL for viability to apply for the public rights of way delivery scheme
· Councillors considered the suitability of the scheme and the workload of the Lengthsman currently.
	Resolved: Parish clerk asked to apply for the grant in light of the prospect Lancashire County Council not completing the work themselves.




5863  Parish Council Policies
No policies were presented to the meeting.

5864	REPORT FROM FINANCE COMMITTEE
· Cllr.J.Savage delivered his verbal report from the last meeting.

5865	REPORT FROM PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
· Review of Temporary Lengthsman hours
It was noted that with the continued absence of the full time lengthsman tasks continue to build so working hours has been reviewed again with the temporary lengthsman now completing 5 days a week for a 3 month period to be reviewed at that time.
Date to be set for next personnel meeting.

5866  	PROPOSAL FOR PPC TO REGISTER UNREGISTERED LAND AT WINDMILL
· Cllr.Curwin proposed to apply to register land at the windmill through a solicitor or conveyancing team to move forward. Also review any other areas for submission.
	Resolved: Parish clerk to receive quotes from the above to submit costings.



5867 	PROPOSAL FOR NEW BUS SHELTER AT CHAPEL
· Cllr P. McWhirter tabled additional quotes for consideration with the exact location for the shelter for Lancashire County Council.
	Resolved: Quote chose, clerk to commence order and permission submission.



5868 	PROPOSAL TO RAISE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST TO LCC  for LOVE CLEAN STREETS REPORT.
· The council was asked to consider submitting further requests due to continued failure to respond.
	Resolved: Following discussion it was agreed to submit a further formal request in writing to the Chief Executive for a response.



[bookmark: _Hlk132095403]5869	PROPOSAL to reinstate credit/payment card.
· Councillors were asked to consider the reinstatement of a purchase card in light of online purchase needs to ensure better prices.
	Resolved: Parish clerk asked to assess the options and begin application.



5870	PROPOSAL to arrange planning enforcement meeting
· Cllr.Curwin and Cllr.Whiteside proposed to request a meeting with Wyre Borough Council planning officers over mounting enforcement concerns..
	Resolved: Parish clerk asked to arrange this meeting and set a date.



5871	Concern over ownership and repair to pilling water close fence
· Cllr. Stanger although not present had been updated with the contact details for the building firm to move forward with this enquiry.
	Resolved: Cllr. Stanger to contact the building contractor concerned.



5872	PROPOSAL FOR POWER SUPPLY FOR THE STORAGE UNIT 
· Cllr.S.Phillpots requested review of costings submitted and booking of the works.
	Resolved: Clerk to email agreed electrical company and commence works.



	
5873	 FINANCE
	Income:			
St. John’s Church			£       25.00	Grounds Maintenance
Pilling Village Hall			£     340.00	Monthly Loan Repayment
Donation					£     100.00	Pilling in Bloom
Quiz Night				£     169.75   Pilling In Bloom


Invoices for payment:
	Payment Type
	Inv No
	Date
	[bookmark: _Hlk132095117]Payee
	Amount
£
	Reason

	BACS
	
	May 2026
	HMRC
	 2109.34
	PAYE/ NI

	DD
	
	31/05/2026
	Unity Trust
	10.30
	Bank charges

	BACS
	
	28/05/2026
	Salaries*
	4788.40
	Payroll/Pensions

	
DD
	
2618
	
01/06/2026
	Easy Websites
	72.60
	Website/Admin

	SO
	
	
	PVH
	 100.00
	Rental

	DD
	V02469301886
	02/05/2026
	EE
	  45.80
	Mobile Phones

	BACS
	Expenses
	30/04/2026
	N Cookson
	60.00
	Post Office

	BACS
	INV-14089
	11/05/2026
	Laburnum Nurseries
	647.22
	Pilling in Bloom/Parish Council

	BACS
	INV-14329
	02/06/2026
	Laburnum Nurseries
	400.68
	Pilling in Bloom/Parish Council

	BACS
	PP3
	5/06/2026
	Chris Hankinson
	
£1026.80
	Temporary Lengthsman

	BACS
	
	01/06/2026
	J Brewer
	84.99
	Microsoft Subsciption

	
BACS
	
202600000817
	
01/05/2026
	Houghtons Filling Station
	
28.47
	
Fuel Bill

	BACS
	SI-9466
	03/06/2026
	Defib4Life
	32.94
	Defib kit bags

	BACS
	1200/00507717
	04/06/2026
	Haldane Fisher
	357.02
	Sleepers x 16

	BACS
	20125
	08/06/2026
	Greenbarnes
	348.93
	Notice Board Replacement Door


	
	
	
	
	
	

	



	Resolved: The Parish Council received details of the income and agreed payment of the invoices.



Councillors proposal to transfer £20,000 from Redwood Savings account to current account to cover upcoming costs for bus shelter, invoices and salary payment.

	Resolved: Councillors approved the transfer of funds to the current account.



Bank Reconciliation to 31st May 2026
See  information. 
	Unity Trust Bank
	£12,993.10

	Redwood Business Savings
	£102,386.58

	Hinckley & Rugby Building Society
	£60,458.47



	Resolved: Councillors accepted bank reconciliation and budget monitoring to 31st May 2026.
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5874 VERBAL REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
· Chair’s Report
Cllr N Cookson absent Cllr.Curwen and Cllr Whiteside as Vice Chairs no report.
Pilling over 60 Afternoon Tea
Cllr.E.Cookson further requested raffle prizes from the parish council members to be organised. 
· Pilling in Bloom  
Cllr.Kiersley absent but update given that judging date now confirmed as the 15th July, next litter picking event arranged also.
· Report of the representative on Pilling Village Hall
Cllr McWhirter reported that the Village Hall were in the process of obtaining costings for extension and building their anti terrorist plan.
· Report of the representative on Wyre Area Lancashire Association of Local 	Councils
Nothing to report.
· Pilling Community Action
Nothing to report.
· Our Future Coast Working Group/Wyre Flood Forum/ Water Matters in Pilling
Cllr Whiteside informed there is an upcoming farmers meeting on the 06/07/2026. There are still issues around a face to face meeting involving natural England and the penstocks are to be repaired.
· Create Homes/St Williamsgate
Cllr.D.Ponton reported little progress with Create homes unlikely to repair/resurface the road or complete the proposed houses on the remaining plot. Documentation has been submitted to administrators.

5875	any other business
· Sign erected at Jct of Backsands and A588 Sign was moved as agreed.
· Cllr.Whiteside to address sink hole issue on Stakepool Drive.
· Cllr.Curwen wished to raise the general state of roads in the area.
· Cllr.McWhirter wished to raise the issue of flooding on Wheel Lane.
· Cllr.Savage brought forward to concern of campervan parking recently at the amenity area.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm.




Chairman ……………………………		Date …………………….
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